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PEOCEEDINGS FOE 1919 lxiii 



CONSTITUTION OF THE MODERN LANGUAGE 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

Adopted on the Twenty-ninth of Decembeb, 1903 

Amended on the Twenty-ninth of Decembeb, 1915 

AND ON THE ThIBTY-FIBST OF MaBCH, 1920 



The name of this Society shall be The Modern Language 
Association of America. 

ii 

1. The object of this Association shall be the advance- 
ment of the study of the Modern Languages and their 
Literatures through the promotion of friendly relations 
among scholars, through the publication of the results of 
investigations by members, and through the presentation 
and discussion of papers at an annual meeting. 

2. The meeting of the Association shall be held at such 
place and time as the Executive Council shall from year 
to year determine. But at least as often as once in four 
years there shall be held a Union Meeting, for which 
some central point in the interior of the country shall be 
chosen. 

in 

1. Any person whose candidacy has been approved by 
the Secretary-Treasurer may become a member on the pay- 
ment of three dollars, and may continue a member by 
the payment of the same amount each year. 
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2. Members of other societies of scholars or teachers 
may be admitted either to membership in the Association, 
or to affiliation with the same, upon such terms as the 
Executive Council shall from time to time determine. 
Members of other societies so admitted to membership in 
the Association shall have all the rights and privileges 
pertaining thereto ; persons admitted to affiliation with the 
Association shall have such rights and privileges as may 
be mutually agreed upon, but not the right to vote or to 
hold office in the Association. 

3. Persons who for twenty years or more have been 
active members in good and regular standing may, on re- 
tiring from active service as teachers, be continued as 
active members without further payment of dues. 

4. Any member, or any person eligible to membership, 
may become a life member by a single payment of forty 
dollars or by the payment of fifteen dollars a year for three 
successive years. Persons who for fifteen years or more 
have been active members in good and regular standing 
may become life members upon the single payment of 
twenty-five dollars. 

5. Distinguished foreign scholars may be elected to 
honorary membership by the Association on nomination 
by the Executive Council. But the number of honorary 
members shall not at any time exceed forty. 

IV 

1. The officers and governing boards of the Association 
shall be : a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Secretary- 
Treasurer ; an Editorial Committee consisting of the Sec- 
retary of the Association (who shall be Chairman ex 
officio), the Secretaries of the several Divisions, and three 
other members; and an Executive Council consisting of 
the aforementioned officers, the Chairmen of the several 
Divisions, and seven other members. 
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2. The President and the Vice-Presidents shall be 
elected by the Association, to hold office for one year. 

3. The Chairmen and Secretaries of Divisions shall be 
chosen by the respective Divisions. 

4. The other officers shall be elected by the Association 
at a Union Meeting, to hold office until the next Union 
Meeting. Vacancies occurring between two Union Meet- 
ings shall be filled by the Executive Council. 



1. The President, Vice-Presidents, and Secretary- 
Treasurer shall perform the usual duties of such officers. 
The Secretary shall, furthermore, have charge of the Pub- 
lications of the Association and the preparation of the 
programme of the annual meeting. 

2. The Executive Council shall perform the duties 
assigned to it in Articles II, III, IV, VII, and VIII ; it 
shall, moreover, determine such questions of policy as may 
be referred to it by the Association and such as may arise 
in the course of the year and call for immediate decision. 

3. The Editorial Committee shall render such assist- 
ance as the Secretary may need in editing the Publications 
of the Association and preparing the annual programme. 

VI 

1. The Association may, to further investigation in 
any special branch of Modern Language study, create a 
Section devoted to that end. 

2. The officers of a Section shall be a Chairman and a 
Secretary, elected annually by the Association. They 
shall form a standing committee of the Association, and 
may add to their number any other members interested in 
the same subject. 
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VII 

1. When, for geographical reasons, the members from 
any group of States shall find it expedient to hold a 
separate annual meeting, the Executive Council may ar- 
range with these members to form a Division, with power 
to call a meeting at such place and time as the members of 
the Division shall select ; but no Division meeting shall be 
held during the year in which the Association holds a 
Union Meeting. The expense of Division meetings shall 
be borne by the Association. The total number of Divi- 
sions shall not at any time exceed three. The present 
Division is hereby continued. 

2. The members of a Division shall pay their dues to 
the Treasurer of the Association, and shall enjoy the same 
rights and privileges and be subject to the same conditions 
as other members of the Association. 

3. The officers of a Division shall be a Chairman and 
a Secretary. The Division shall, moreover, have power to 
create such committees as may be needed for its own 
business. The programme of the Division meeting shall 
be prepared by the Secretary of the Division in consulta- 
tion with the Secretary of the Association. 

VIII 

This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote 
at any Union Meeting, provided the proposed amendment 
has received the approval of two-thirds of the members of 
the Executive Council. 



